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Inside This Issue….. 

YORK REGION DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 

Though it took its time in arriving, it 
looks like Spring had finally arrived!  
It’s true that this past month has been 
wet and chilly, but didn’t dampen our 
enthusiasm at all!  In April we 
launched our own Bakersfield Spirit-
wear (which we hope to have ready in 
the weeks ahead), we participated in 
the International Day of Pink, took part 
in a variety of Earth Week activities, 
held an Amazing Math Race Night, 
hosted visitors from Freeze DNA 
Comics and began our annual Jump 
Rope for Heart fundraiser in support of 
the Heart and Stroke Foundation. 
 

With May at hand, we’re kicking off a 
number of amazing initiatives, as well, 
including our Spring Scholastic Book 
Fair and a welcome to Kindergarten 
Evening for new registrants.  We also 
will participate in Mental Health Week 
activities, aimed at supporting well-
being and good mental health for all, 
and reducing stigma associated with 
mental health.  In Ontario, it is esti-
mated that 1 in every 5 children and 
youth have some type of mental 

health difficulty —although 5 out of 5 
student have mental health.  As a 
school, we emphasize that we all 
have mental health and that we need 
to extinguish the stigma associated 
with mental illness.  Later in the 
month we’ll also be hosting a STEAM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Arts and Math) Night for families. 
 

One of the most exciting things we 
are looking forward to, to close out 
May, is our School Council running a 
fantastic Fun Fair for the community.  
Our School Council has been collab-
orating and planning around this 
event since the Fall and it will be a 
great evening (and it’s free!)  We ask 
that everyone reserve Thursday, May 
31st in their calendars —we very 
much hope to see everyone from our 
community there! 
 

With two months of schools remain-
ing, we are now approaching the 
‘home stretch’ of the school year, and 
are excited by what’s ahead.  We are 

Bakersfield Proud and ! 

Between May 22nd 2018 and June 4th 2018 students in Grade 3 and Grade 
6 will be taking part in the provincial Assessment of Reading, Writing and 
Mathematics, Primary Division (Grades 1–3) and Junior Division (Grades 4-
6).  This assessment is administered to all Grade 3 and Grade 6 students in 
Ontario’s publicly funded school system by the Education Quality and Ac-
countability Office (EQAO), an independent agency of the Government of On-
tario.  
 
While the exact dates for the administration of As-
sessment of Reading, Writing and Mathematics, 
Primary Division and Junior Division are still be 
finalized for the school, we would kindly ask that 
you avoid planning appointments, vacations or 
breaks that may make your child absent during 
this two week period.  Our thanks, in advance. 
 

One Last Reminder: EQAO Administration 

Administrators’ Message 

http://www.bakersfieldps.com
http://www.eqao.com/en
http://www.eqao.com/en
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Year at a Glance 

May 7, 2018-May 10 2018—Scholastic Book Fair 
May 10, 2018—Welcome to Kindergarten Night (new JK/first time SK students) 
May 21, 2018—Victoria Day 
May 22, 2018-June 4, 2018—EQAO Administration Dates 
May 24, 2018—STEAM Night 
May 31, 2018—Fun Fair! 
June 4, 2018—P.A. Day 
June 5, 2018—Spring Symphony 
June 20, 2018—Grade 8 Graduation 
June 28, 2018—Early Release Day 
June 29, 2018—P.A. Day 
 

*For those who like to plan ahead early, preliminary school-related dates for 2018-2019 
will be shared in the June monthly newsletter. 

The most compre-
hensive and up-to-
date list of important 
dates is maintained 
on the Bakersfield 
P.S. Blog.  It can be 
found on the right 
side-bar widget of the 
web-site. 

Board Policy and Procedure #635.0, Student Dress Code outlines that “student dress code is a standard 
for all students that meets school community expectations for appropriate dress.”  It also outlines that 
principals are responsible for “working with the School Council, [to] review the student dress code every 
two years.”  At our March 2017 School Council meeting, the dress code was revised, as follows:   
 

Students need to dress appropriately to school.  Examples of clothing that should not be worn at school 
include: 

 

 short skirts and shorts (if you wear these items the length should be at least full arm length with fin-
gers stretched downwards) 

 

 tank tops (strap width should be two finger spaces wide), no spaghetti straps, no tops that leave the 
midriff exposed, or undergarments visible; no halter tops 

 

 flip flops (full sandals only)  
 

 refrain from wearing hats, bandanas and any other headwear in school, except for religious purpos-
es 

 

 clothing with inappropriate slogans or logos 

School Dress Code 

Don’t Forget to Let Us Know! 
Our school is well underway in planning for 2018 - 2019.  In some respects, the work we do now in 

the offices is especially important, because our accuracy with anticipated enrollment helps us better 

plan, and optimistically, minimizes the need to move students across classes (’reorganize’) in Sep-

tember.  We’ve been especially fortunate over the past four years not to have had to reorganize clas-

ses, though it is important to recognize this is always a possibility in any given year, especially as 

enrollments decline overall in the community. 

We would ask our community for its help in this work. If you know you will be 

moving out of the area in the months ahead, please let the office know as soon 

as possible, to help us be accurate with our enrollment estimates. Similarly, if 

you have a child who will be joining us at the school for the first time in junior 

kindergarten and have yet to register, we would ask you to do so at your earliest 

convenience. And if you meet someone moving into the community, encourage 

them to register sooner rather than later!  Thank you for your support with our 

school planning.  
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Library Learning Commons News 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Spring Scholastic Book Fair is coming to Bakersfield Public School. 

 
Book Fair Dates: May 7 - 10 

 

Times: Open daily for class visits, morning recess (10:35 - 10:55), after-school 
Monday to Thursday until 4:00 p.m.  

 

Location: The Bakersfield Library Learning Commons 
 

We will accept cheques made payable to Bakersfield Public School, Debit, VISA, 
MasterCard and American Express. 

As always, happy reading!  ~ Mrs. Woolfson 

 
 

Bussing Eligibility 
 

Did you know that students’ bussing eligibility changes throughout their school career?  
 

Your son/daughter’s eligibility to ride the school bus may change according to their grade and distance 
from home to school. Below are the provisions for eligibility identified in the Board’s Transportation Poli-
cy #680:  
 

 All YRDSB students in Grades JK-3 who live within 1.2 km of their school are 
not eligible for transportation  

 

 All YRDSB students in Grades 4-8 who live within 1.6 km of their school are 
not eligible for transportation  

 

 All YRDSB students in Grades 9-12 who live within a transit served area are 
not eligible for transportation.  

 

To view Board Policy #680 Student Transportation, please visit www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca. For more infor-
mation about bus transportation and to determine your son/daughter’s eligibility please visit 
www.schoolbuscity.com.  

http://www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca
http://www.schoolbuscity.com
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Monthly Wellness Tip 

The Spring had Finally Arrived, so ... 

 

School Organization and Class Placements 
 

Determining preliminary class placements for September begin during the month of April and continue 
well into June before being finalized.  Having worked with your child throughout the year, your child’s 
teacher has developed a good understanding of his or her strengths and areas for growth. In consulta-
tion with grade team partners, appropriate support staff and administration, we are beginning to put 
together classes for next year, considering many criteria, among them providing for gender balance, a 
range of academic abilities, and ensuring there are good learning partners for all students.  Social dy-
namics are considered, as well, though the central concern is developing classes that provide for an 
effective learning environment.  To this end, we do not accept requests for particular teachers or for 
students to be placed with certain groups of friends. 
 
As you can appreciate in a school as large as ours, creating balanced classes is a significant task, and 
is done with care. Students in grades one through seven identify six learning partners from across 
their respective grades and we will endeavour to have one of 
the students identified in their class the following year. Please 
note this is a secondary criteria and that our first priority it to 
develop classes that support effective teaching and learning. 
We encourage the students to choose friends that they can 
work well with in school during group work. Teaching assign-
ments and our school organization for next year have yet to be 
finalized, and will be subject to ongoing revisions over the sum-
mer and even in September, given changes in student enrol-
ment and Ministry mandates and policies around class sizes.  
 


